What kind of case would have been made out against Bacon in this matter of the Referees, if he had been formally accused and brought to his a>iswer, it seems impossible to conjecture. I am myself inclined to think that he would have come off better than his accusers expected. But we shall never know ; for before the inquiry reached that stage a very different and much worse matter came out against him, which brought his public career to a sudden and disastrous close.
